FOREWORD

lOBERT BURNS in two well-known lines wishes
for that' giftie ' which might give us the power of
seeing ourselves as others see us.

For rny own part I would like to emphasize that in
this book of reminiscences I have been more concerned
with the story of my experiments and experiences in
aviation and my views of the future rather than in
probing into the foibles of my personal life which is so
often the object of those people who write auto-
biographies.

Half of this volume is concerned with giving as
accurate an account as possible of my early experi-
ments with the reasons on which they were based.
Although this period is only thirty odd years back yet
it has already become an historical era.

I have few ' confessions ' to make, and I hope that
nothing I have written will, in any way, offer hurt to
anyone's feelings. Where I have offered criticisms it
has been with good intent.

In the preparation of this book, and especially with
the desire to be accurate I have had occasion to consult
several sources of information. For this assistance and
material I wish to make acknowledgment. I have
borrowed freely from articles which I have written at
various times in Popular Flying, Air, and War in the Air.
I have also made extensive use of articles dealing with
cx\vro' machines which have appeared in the pages of
Flight and The Aeroplane. Both these papers have also
kindly assisted me by the loan of certain of the photos
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